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over the others.   Hostility among them is regarded as perfectly natural and inevitable.
This seems to us a strange and perverted way of looking at things : the idea of ignoring all racial differences in order to consider mankind as divided up into so many groups held together by nothing but their religious opinions seems to us unreasonable to the point of being ridiculous. Yet throughout the Turkish Empire this theorem is to-day regarded by the mass of the people as something so excessively obvious as to be beyond discussion.
When the spread of education and contact with Europeans had converted a certain body of opinion among the upper classes in Turkey to the Western view, an agitation began which resulted in the establishment of constitutional Turkey. It must not however be imagined that the success of the revolution was due to the sudden appearance of a genuine spirit of nationalism. The doctrine of the " fatherland " as propounded by the Young Turk orator is seldom understood by his audience, and when it is comprehended rarely finds acceptance. It is too revolutionary. The impression produced on most of his listeners was somewhat as follows : Abdul Hamid's government was full of abuses, and it was time for a change. People who had been to Europe said things went much better there, which was chiefly due to things called parliaments. In order to make the Sultan really strong enough to fight the Europeans it was necessary to stop squabbling among the millahs and for all to pull together. Well, this was by no means a bad idea in some ways.
It appealed to many of them on other and more personal grounds. The Jews and Christians of course hailed the idea with enthusiasm, for it put them on a footing of equality with the Moslems. Soldiers and Government servants liked the prospect of regular pay. Some people rather fancied themselves as deputies in the new Parliament.
So the great experiment was tried, and the triumph of Young Turkey was received in Europe, in England especially, with the utmost enthusiasm. Here at last was a solution, all the more acceptable for being so uin-